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THE CONCERT IS ORGANIZED BY 

The Prague Philharmonic Choir would like to thank the Ministry of Culture 
of the Czech Republic for its continued support in the 88th season.

The Advent concert takes place under the auspices  
of Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic, Martin Baxa  

and the Archbishop of Prague and Primate  
of Bohemia Msgr. Jan Graubner.

After last year’s Žofín Palace, the Prague Philharmonic Choir 
returns with its own Advent Concerts, this time held at the 
State Opera. Choirmaster Lukáš Vasilek again brings 
magnificent repertoire. White the contemplative Salve Regina 
by Arvo Pärt portraits Mary as the kind Queen of Heavens,  
the mother of awaited mercy and introduces us into the 
intimate Advent atmosphere, Bohuslav Martinů tells a lyrical, 
almost ordinary story of The Birth of our Lord. The second part 
of the concert will be lit by the festive, yet tender carols by 
Fišer, which accompanied our whole generation through 
childhood. There is no need to conceal the fact that the 
temperamental “Vzhůru bratři milí” and the lullaby “Chtíc  
aby spal” inspired me to make the fairy-tale film An Angel  
of the Lord 2. And so, it is my pleasure to help with my 
discreet direction and light design the excellent choir, but 
above all my beloved Luboš Fišer to make this concert not 
only a musical experience, but a mystical proof that the  
God became man in the child of Bethlehem. The Latin lyrics  
of the prayer Salve Regina say: Spes nostra – Our hope.  
Let this evening be at least a little breath of hope for all  
of us in these icy times. Hope that light, which has been there 
since the beginning, will never disappear into darkness. 
 
 
Jiří Strach  
director
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PROGRAMME 
 
Arvo Pärt 

Salve Regina 
 
DANIELA VALTOVÁ KOSINOVÁ celesta 
PRAGUE PHILHARMONIC CHOIR 
PKF — PRAGUE PHILHARMONIA   
LUKÁŠ VASILEK conductor 
13 minutes 

 
 
Bohuslav Martinů 

The Birth of Our Lord 
 
PAVLA VYKOPALOVÁ soprano 
JANA HROCHOVÁ alto 
JIŘÍ BRÜCKLER bass 
 
PRAGUE PHILHARMONIC CHOIR 
PKF — PRAGUE PHILHARMONIA   
LUKÁŠ VASILEK conductor 
21 minutes 

 
 
AWARDING OF  
THE ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK PRIZE   
FOR 2022 
 
 
Luboš Fišer 

Christmas Carols 
1. Gloria 
2. Z nebe posel vychází 
3. Kristus Boží syn 
4. Splnilo se písmo svaté 
5. Nastal nám den veselý 
6. Vzhůru bratři milí 
7. Z nebeské výsosti 
8. V půlnoční hodinu 
9. V Betlémě a ve vůkolí 
10. Poslyšte z radosti 
11. Nesem vám noviny 
12. Poslouchejte křesťané 
13. Zpívají andělé 
14. Koláž z pražských zvonů 
15. Andante 
16. Gloria 
17. Veselé vánoční hody 
18. Slyšeli jsme v Betlémě 
19. Vzhůru, vzhůru 
20. Dej Bůh štěstí 
21. Jak jsi krásné neviňátko 
22. Slyšte, slyšíc pastuškové 
23. S trůnu otce svého 
24. Adagio 
25. Chtíc aby spal 
26. Zavírám písničku 
27. Narodil se Kristus Pán 

 
PAVLA VYKOPALOVÁ soprano 
PETR NEKORANEC tenor 
JIŘÍ BRÜCKLER baritone 
JIŘÍ BARTOŠKA narrator 
DANIELA VALTOVÁ KOSINOVÁ organ 
 
PRAGUE PHILHARMONIC CHOIR 
PKF — PRAGUE PHILHARMONIA  
LUKÁŠ VASILEK conductor 
35 minutes 

Cameras in the hall broadcast the concert live on the CT art program.

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME   
 
The artistic development of Estonian composer Arvo Pärt (born 1935)  
led from neo-classicism through period influenced by the Avantgarde  
to his own composition technique, which he called “tintinnabuli”  
(from the Latin for “bells”). At the heart of a very much homophonic 
composition is a triad from which the individual voices develop linearly. 
Already with his early works, in which he used the “Western” composition 
technique criticised by the Soviet regime, Pärt met with a strong 
ideological critique. His personal style corresponds with his beliefs that 
religiosity is the most natural basis of all music. He could not survive with 
this view in then-Soviet Union. Mounting pressure led to his decision  
to emigrate and after living in Israel and Vienna, Pärt moved to Berlin  
in 1981. Pärt’s musical setting of the Marian antiphon Salve Regina  
(Hail Holy Queen), one of the most famous Marian prayers, was 
composed in 2001–2002 on the commission of the capitular Essen 
Cathedral to celebrate the 75th birthday od Bishop Hubert Luthe  
(1927–2014). The text of the prayer dates back to the Middle Ages, 
traditionally ascribed to Hermann of Reichenau but also to St. Bernard  
(a legend says that he added the concluding words). The piece was 
originally written for a mixed choir and organ. The composer works from 
one voice to eight voices, the rhythm is led by the rhythm of the text.  
On the occasion of celebrating 150 years of Italian unity in 2011, Pärt 
arranged three of his choir compositions, including Salve Regina,  
for choir and orchestra. The contrast between the string and wind 
instruments is accompanied by the characteristic tinkling sound  
of the celesta. 
 
Bohuslav Martinů spent his childhood at the tower of the St. Jacob’s 
Church in Polička, in today’s Pardubice Region, where his father worked 
as the tower keeper. This environment formed his deep relationship to 
faith as experienced in the country and folklore as such. One of the first 
musical experiences of young Martinů was the sound of the organ in 
services and the 360 view from the tower gallery influenced his image  
of the world. Martinů was inspired by the folk poetry many times. After 
World War II, folklore inspirations were his imaginary contact with home, 
to which he never returned. Memories of childhood Christmas stayed 
with him forever. In 1952, he found three texts in a collection by František 
Sušil and set them to music for chamber female choir and violin.  
The cycle was named Three Sacred Songs or Three Legends, first comes 
choral The Birth of our Lord, followed by The Ascension and The Way  
to Paradise. The theme and the mood remind of Martinů’s opera  
Hry o Marii (The Plays of Mary) from 1934, which also includes the scene 
The Birth of our Lord. The choral composition The Birth of our Lord was  
first performed on 25 February 1955 at the Faculty of Arts in Brno, sung  
by the Brno female choir Opus with Zdeněk Zouhar, a great advocate  
of Martinů, as the conductor. The same ensemble then first performed  
the entire cycle on 7 February 1956 in Polička and the composition  
was then called Three Madrigal Songs to cover its religious character. 
 
The style of Luboš Fišer (1935–1999) is rooted in neo-classicism. Besides 
Igor Stravinsky and Dmitri Shostakovich, he was also inspired by Bohuslav 
Martinů. Fišer’s early compositions already show his ability to be concise, 
meaningfully brief and he used these principles also in pieces based  
on modern composing technique, which he worked with in the 1960s.  
His cycle includes Czech and Moravian Christmas pastorals. They are 
mostly the works by 18th century anonymous authors, but the song  
“Chtíc aby spal” written by poet and composer Adam Michna z Otradovic 
(1600–1676) also has undying allure. Fišer’s arrangements of Christmas 
songs date back to 1969. They breath simplicity, sensitively work with 
folklore inspiration, understanding its honesty, naturalness and folk 
religiosity. They thus form a contrast to Fišer’s Requiem composed a year 
before. The cycle Christmas includes the most famous, joyful, nostalgic 
and majestic carols in the form of a suite. It is written for three soloists, 
choir, orchestra and a narrator, who opens the composition with  
an excerpt from the Gospel of Luke and before the finale – the carol  
“Narodil se Kristus Pán” – recites the Advent introit of Isaiah Rorate coeli 
(Drop down, ye heavens). 
 
Vlasta Reittererová  
translated by Kateřina Tichá 

THE PRAGUE PHILHARMONIC CHOIR  
Tonight

SOPRANO  
 
MARIANA AMBROŽOVÁ 
LENKA AUDOLENSKÁ  
GRAŻYNA BIERNOT  
HANA ČERVENKOVÁ  
KATEŘINA DABROWSKÁ 
VĚRA EICHLEROVÁ  
MARTIN HARING 
ROMANA HÝŽOVÁ  
KATEŘINA KOTĚŠOVCOVÁ 
MARTINA KRITZNEROVÁ  
TEREZA KURFIŘTOVÁ 
MARIE MATĚJKOVÁ 
YVETA MATOUŠKOVÁ 
MARIE NĚMCOVÁ  
BARBARA SOLAZZO  
ANDREA SOUKUPOVÁ  
JANA SOVÁKOVÁ  
MICHAELA VAŠEKOVÁ  
ZUZANA VEVERKOVÁ* 
DAGMAR WILLIAMS  
DANA ZÍKOVÁ  
 
ALTO  
 
ZUZANA BÁRTOVÁ 
ADA BÍLKOVÁ 
DANIELA DEMUTHOVÁ  
JANA EHRENBERGEROVÁ  
AGATA HAUSEROVÁ  
ZUZANA HIRSCHOVÁ  
LENKA JANČÍKOVÁ  
MAGDA KAŇKOVÁ  
LUDMILA KROMKOVÁ  
PAVLA MLČÁKOVÁ  
TAMARA MOROZOVÁ  
DAGMAR NOVOTNÁ  
ŠTĚPÁNKA PÝCHOVÁ  
DANA SEDMIDUBSKÁ  
ROMANA SOUKUPOVÁ  
KATEŘINA ŠPIČKOVÁ  
HANA VASILUKOVÁ  
 
 

TENOR 
 
JAN BOCHŇÁK  
VIKTOR BYČOK  
PETR DVOŘÁK 
TOMÁŠ FIALA  
MICHAL FORŠT  
TOMÁŠ HINTERHOLZINGER  
ZDENĚK KAZDA  
JAKUB KOŚ  
JÁN KOSTELANSKÝ  
RUDOLF MEDŇANSKÝ  
BRONISLAV PALOWSKI  
MILOSLAV PELIKÁN  
BOHUMIL SLÁDEČEK  
MARTIN SLAVÍK  
PETR SVOBODA  
DAVID ULLRICH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
BASS  
 
MARTIN BLAŽEVIČ  
VLADIMÍR HAMBÁLEK  
JIŘÍ HANNSMANN  
TOMÁŠ HANZL  
HAŠTAL HAPKA*  
LUKÁŠ HYNEK-KRÄMER 
MARTIN KALIVODA  
MICHAL KRŮŠEK  
PAVEL KUDRNA  
PETR KUTINA  
JAN MORÁVEK  
MIKHAIL PASHAYEV  
PETER POLDAUF  
LUKÁŠ SLÁDEK  
PETR SVOBODA  
DAVID VAŇÁČ  
 

  
* members of the Choral Academy  

© Daniel Havel

LUKÁŠ VASILEK    
 
Lukáš Vasilek studied conducting and musicology. Since 2007, he has 
been the principal conductor of the Prague Philharmonic Choir, with  
his work entailing exploration and performance of a cappella repertoire, 
as well as the ensemble’s preparation for singing in great cantata,  
oratorio and opera projects, in collaboration with major orchestras  
and conductors. Lukáš Vasilek has guided the PPC in the majority  
of its activities in the Czech Republic and abroad, cooperating with  
world-renowned conductors (over the past few years, they have included 
Semyon Bychkov, Manfred Honeck, Jakub Hrůša, Philippe Jordan,  
Fabio Luisi, Tomáš Netopil, Gianandrea Noseda and Sir Simon Rattle,  
Alan Gilbert) and orchestras (among others, Berliner Philharmoniker,  
the Czech Philharmonic, the Israel Philharmonic, the St. Petersburg 
Philharmonic, Wiener Symphoniker).  
 
Besides leading the Prague Philharmonic Choir, Lukáš Vasilek has pursued 
other artistic activities. In addition to occasional returns to his original 
field, orchestral conducting, he has regularly worked with Martinů  
Voices, a vocal ensemble he founded in 2010. 
 
As a conductor or choirmaster, he has participated in numerous 
recordings the PPC has made for prestigious labels, including Decca 
Classics and Supraphon. In recent years, Lukáš Vasilek has systematically 
devoted to recording Bohuslav Martinů’s choral music. His albums  
met with great international critical response and received prestigious 
awards from Gramophone, BBC Music Magazine and Diapason. 
 
Since 2021, Lukáš Vasilek has been a professor of choir conducting  
at the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague. In 2022, he was a guest 
conductor of the French choir Accentus. In the 2022/2023 season,  
he and the PPC will focus on the repertoire of their choral concerts 
including the works of Bohuslav Martinů, Luboš Fišer, and Benjamin 
Britten. He will also prepare the choir for a series of performances  
with the Czech Philharmonic at renowned festivals. 

PAVLA VYKOPALOVÁ soprano 
 
Pavla Vykopalová is „one of the most remarkable Czech singers of today“ 
(the Opera News Magazine), her extensive repertoire covers vocal music 
of all genres and styles from the Baroque opera to the compositions  
of the 21th century.  
 
She is a member od the Janáček Opera in Brno and a regular guest  
of both the National Theatre in Prague and the State Opera.  
She appeared in Janáček’s Jenůfa and the Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris  
as well as in Bernstein’s Symphony Kaddish in Prague, Frankfurkt  
and Tokio under the baton of Eliahu Inbal. Her repertoire includes 
Dvořák’s Rusalka, Smetana’s Mařenka, Mozart’s Donna Elvira, Puccini’s 
Mimi, Verdi’s Desdemona, Strauss‘ Rosalinda, and many more. 
 
Pavla Vykopalová was three times nominated for the Thalia Award.  
In 2016, she bacame the award’s laureate for the leading role of Káťa 
Kabanová in a production od Canadian director Robert Carsen.  
She has made several recordings with Multisonic, Orfeo, Rosa  
and Supraphon. 
 

© Pavla Vykopalová Archive

JANA HROCHOVÁ alto 
 
Mezzo-soprano Jana Hrochová studied at the Prague Conservatory with 
Jarmila Krásová. During her studies, she came in second at the Czech 
Conservatories Singing Contest. She later took private lessons with 
Natálie Romanová. Between 1997 and 2000, she sang in the Opera 
Mozart in Prague, while also performing old music with the ensemble  
Ars Cameralis and folk music with the Muzika Jara ensemble.  
 
Since 2000, she has been a soloist of the National Theatre in Brno,  
Czech Republic. Her repertoire there includes Carmen (Carmen),  
Laura (La Gioconda), Kate (The Devil and Kate) and Rosina (Il barbiere  
di Siviglia). As a guest, she appears at the Theatre Freiburg (Germany),  
the Prague National Theatre, Prague State Opera, the State Theatre 
Košice (Slovakia) and many more theatres across the Czech Republic.  
She works with leading Czech and foreign orchestras, such as the  
BBC Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra,  
the Czech Philharmonic and the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra.  
Her collaborations with renowned conductors include Jakub Hrůša, 
Manfred Honeck, Serge Baudo and Petr Altrichter.  
 
She has been nominated for the Thalia Award twice and won the DIVA 
audience award three times. Her recordings include five CDs with  
songs by Bohuslav Martinů for Naxos Records. In 2014, she appeared  
at the Theatre Freiburg for the first time as Carmen and in 2016,  
she made her BBC Proms debut at the Royal Albert Hall in London  
with the BBC Symphony Orchestra.

© Jana Hrochová Archive

PETR NEKORANEC tenor 
 
Tenor Petr Nekoranec studied at the Pardubice Conservatory with Jarmila 
Chaloupková and to expand his studies, he has collaborated with Italian 
opera tenor and teacher Antonio Carangelo.  
 
In 2014–2016, he was a member of the Bavarian State Opera in Munich 
and two years later became the first Czech to attend the Lindemann 
Program for Young Artist at the Metropolitan Opera. He then became 
a soloist of the State Opera Stuttgart, where he performed in Il barbiere  
di Siviglia, La Cenerentola and Don Pasquale. Despite his youth, he has 
already appeared at prestigious stages at home and abroad, working  
with leading orchestras and conductors. Since 2021, he has been  
a soloist of the National Theatre Opera in Prague.  
 
He is a laureate of numerous singing competitions, among others  
the Classic Prague Awards and the Francisco Viñas Competition.  
In 2019, he recorded his profile album French Arias for Supraphon.  
In the 2022/2023 season, he appears in Alcina, Die Zauberflöte and  
Romeo and Juliet at opera stages in Florence, Nancy, Prague and Brno.

© Lukáš Kimlička

JIŘÍ BRÜCKLER baritone 
 
Baritone Jiří Brückler studied singing at the Prague Conservatory and  
the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague, during which he appeared  
as a guest at the State Opera Prague. Having won the Antonín Dvořák 
International Singing Competition in Karlovy Vary, he started 
collaborating with the opera theatres in his hometown Liberec,  
Plzeň and Brno. He then became a member of the State Opera Prague, 
performing as a soloist there and at the National Theatre since 2012.  
 
His repertoire includes famous baritone roles, such as in Le nozze  
di Figaro, Die Zauberflöte, Il barbiere di Siviglia, Faust and Marguerite, 
Eugene Onegin and Romeo and Juliet. He has been repeatedly nominated 
for the Thalia Award for the role of Silvio in Pagliacci and Rodrigo  
in Don Carlos. Besides the above mentioned, he is also interested  
in the works of Janáček, Martinů, Britten and contemporary composers. 
His collaborations include encounters with renowned artists, such  
as José Cura and Plácido Domingo. In the 2022/2023, he performs  
in the title role of Weinberger’s opera Schwanda the Bagpiper at the 
National Theatre in Prague.

© Jiří Brückler Archive

JIŘÍ BARTOŠKA narrator 
 
Jiří Bartoška is among the most celebrated Czech actors. Ha has a long 
career in theatre, movies and on TV. After graduating at the Janáček 
Academy of Music and Performing Arts in Brno, he has appeared on many 
theatre stages – Divadlo Husa na provázku in Brno, Činoherní studio  
in Ústí and Labem and the Prague City Theatres. He has also been 
a member of the Divadlo Na zábradlí and Divadlo Bez zábradlí  
companies in Prague. At the moment, he appears at the Kalich Theatre  
in the comedy Moje hra. 
 
He became popular thanks to dozens of Czech movies, his most famous 
roles include dramas Sekal has to Die (nomination for the Czech Lion 
Award) and All My Loved Ones, for which he won the Czech Lion for  
the best supporting actor. The bitter comedy Tiger Theory won him 
another Czech Lion nomination. The audience has also grown fond  
of him thanks to TV series, including My všichni školou povinní,  
Sanitka, Hospital at the End of the City and more recently The Invisibles, 
The Life and Time of Judge A. K., The Reporter, The Prague Mysteries  
and Mordparta. 
 
In 2004, he produced the movie Autumn Spring, which won four Czech 
Lion Awards. Together with Eva Zaoralová, he played a significant role  
in rescuing the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival in 1994 and  
has been its president since. In 2016, he was awarded the Czech Lion  
for Unique Contribution to Czech Film.

© Karlovy Vary IFF Archive

DANIELA VALTOVÁ KOSINOVÁ organ, celesta  
 
Daniela Valtová Kosinová graduated from the Pardubice Conservatory, 
followed by the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague. In 2002,  
she won the 3rd prize and was named the Laureate at the International 
Organ Competition in Brno. Since 2006 she has been the head  
of keyboard instruments and solo organist of the Prague Symphony 
Orchestra FOK, where she also appears as a soloist.  
 
She performs all over Europe, is invited to renowned Czech music 
festivals (Prague Spring, Smetana’s Litomyšl, Janáček’s May among 
others). Her collaborations include established soloists and orchestras, 
notably the Czech Philharmonic, having appeared in Vienna and the USA 
with them and played Janáček’s Glagolitic Mass. Together with her  
sister, mezzo-soprano Jarmila Kosinová, and actor Jan Potměšil, they 
created a concert programme Music among Words and have won  
success with it all around the Czech Republic.  
 
She has been a member of various musical theatre ensembles. Besides 
performing, she also composes music and her works have been played  
at home and abroad. In 2010, she released a jazz CD Meeting Point  
with her own music.

© Daniela Valtová Kosinová Archive
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PRAGUE PHILHARMONIC CHOIR 
 
The Prague Philharmonic Choir (PPC) is one of the top and oldest 
professional singing choirs in the Czech Republic with undisturbed 
tradition of 88 years. It is also one of the foremost European vocal 
ensembles. The choir was established in 1935 by choirmaster and 
professor Jan Kühn and prominent Czech conductors have led it over  
its long history. Since 2007, the choir’s Principal Conductor has been 
Lukáš Vasilek, while Lukáš Kozubík is currently the choir’s Choirmaster. 
 
The PPC´s repertoire is centred primarily around oratorios and cantatas. 
The choir has worked with eminent international orchestras Berliner 
Philharmoniker, the Czech Philharmonic, the Israel Philharmonic or 
Wiener Symphoniker, and conductors, including Simon Rattle, Semyon 
Bychkov, Manfred Honeck and Jakub Hrůša. As the choir in residence 
at the opera festival in Bregenz, Austria, the PPC is likewise active in  
the domain of opera. 
 
Apart from these commitments, the PPC engages in a number of its own 
projects. Since 2011 it has organised its own concert series in Prague  
with programme focused on technically demanding and/or lesser  
known choral works, either a cappella or with chamber instrumental 
accompaniment. The choir regards as an inseparable part of its efforts 
educational activities targeting the young. In this field, it has been 
involved in organising a Choral Academy for voice students for 10 years, 
a project aimed at enabling young artists to acquire practical skills 
through work with a professional vocal ensemble; and with focus  
on young children, running a series of educational concerts. 
 
The PPC has to its credit an extensive discography, with many titles 
released by major international labels (e.g. Decca Classics, Deutsche 
Grammophon, Sony Classical and Supraphon). In recent years, the choir 
has taken part in several unique recording projects, two of them in 
association with the Czech Philharmonic. The first of these, a recording  
of Antonín Dvořák’s Stabat Mater (Decca, 2017), with Jiří Bělohlávek 
conducting, received the prestigious Diapason d´Or de l´Annèe Award 
for the year’s best album in the sacred music category. The second, 
a recording of Bohuslav Martinů´s The Epic of Gilgamesh (Supraphon, 
2017), under the baton of Manfred Honeck, won several awards in the 
United Kingdom in 2017, plus another Diapason d´Or. Its album featuring 
chamber cantatas of Bohuslav Martinů’s (Supraphon, 2016), received  
top accolades of the prestigious British magazines Gramophone  
(Editor’s Choice) and BBC Music Magazine (Choral and Song Choice).  
In the latter, it was also nominated for its annual award in the choral music 
category. In 2020, Decca Classic released an album of Antonín Dvořák’s 
music (Te Deum, Requiem), in which the Prague Philharmonic Choir 
participated significantly. 
 
The PPC is a frequent guest of renowned Czech classical music festivals, 
including Dvořák Prague, Smetana’s Litomyšl and the Prague Spring. 
Outside of the Czech Republic, the choir performs at the festivals  
in Bregenz and St. Gallen. 
 
In the 2022/2023 season, the Prague Philharmonic Choir’s many 
activities in the Czech Republic include concerts at several festivals such 
as the Dvořák Prague Festival, Smetana’s Litomyšl, and the Prague Spring. 
The choir will also appear in performances together with the Czech 
Philharmonic, the Prague Symphony Orchestra, or the Prague Radio 
Symphony Orchestra and will perform under the renowned conductors 
amongst which we can name Semyon Bychkov or Daniel Harding or 
Christoph Eschenbach. Its international activities include a performance  
at the Bruckner National Festival in Linz and the choir will also return  
to the opera festival in Bregenz. 
 
The Prague Philharmonic Choir is the lauerate of the 2018 Classic Prague 
Award for Best Vocal Concert, and Czech Television’s Classical Music  
of the Year Award. In the autumn 2022, PPC became the laureate  
of the Antonín Dvořák Prize for its extraordinary artistic merits, promotion 
and popularization of Czech music in the Czech Republic and abroad.

© Ivan Malý

PKF — PRAGUE PHILHARMONIA 
 
The PKF — Prague Philharmonia was founded in 1994 on the initiative  
f the conductor Jiří Bělohlávek (1946–2017) under the name Prague 
Chamber Philharmonic. Since 2015–2016 season the orchestra has been 
led by the French conductor Emmanuel Villaume.  
 
PKF — Prague Philharmonia is a frequent partner of renowned conductors 
and soloists, including Harry Bicket, Jakub Hrůša, Dmitry Sitkovetsky, 
David Newman, Paul McCreesh, Milan Turković, Julian Rachlin, Gil 
Shaham, Maxim Vengerov, Daniel Müller-Schott, Mischa Maisky, Sarah 
Chang, Gábor Boldoczki, Jonas Kaufmann, Diana Damrau, Ailyn Pérez 
and many others. The orchestra had the privilege of cooperating also with 
Christopher Hogwood, Martha Argerich, Yefim Bronfman, András Schiff, 
Luciano Pavarotti, Plácido Domingo, Angela Gheorghiu, Elina Garanča, 
Juan Diego Flórez, Thomas Hampson, Magdalena Kožená, Rolando 
Villazón and others. The orchestra is regularly invited to international 
music festivals and gives concerts at top world venues (BBC Proms, 
Dresdner Musikfestspiele, MITO Settembre Musica, Prague Spring, 
Berliner Philharmonie, Festspiel Baden-Baden, Elbphilharmonie 
Hamburg, Gasteig Munich, Tokyo Suntory Hall and Royal Opera House 
Muscat in Oman, among others). 
 
The ensemble has recorded over 90 CDs, released by leading Czech and 
world music publishers, such as Deutsche Grammophon, Warner 
Classics, Decca, Supraphon, EMI, Sony Classical and Harmonia Mundi. 
Among the numerous prizes the recordings have garnered are: the Gold 
Record RAC Canada in 2000, Harmony Award 2001 and Diapason d’Or 
in 2007. The CD Héroïque with Bryan Hymel was in 2016 nominated for 
the ‘International Opera Award’ and in 2017 the recording of Bohemian 
Rhapsody with Gábor Boldoczki was nominated at the ‘International 
Classical Music Award (ICMA)’. Their showcase Ravel–Debussy–Bizet  
CD for Warner Classics from 2018 received excellent reviews from the 
London Sunday Times, Gramophone and the BBC Music Magazine, 
which included in its TOP 10 recordings of the week. In 2019 Deutsche 
Grammophon released a recording with the PKF, Benjamin Bernheim and 
Emmanuel Villaume, who also conducted the newest PKF CD with works 
by Antonín Dvořák and Bohuslav Martinů.

ANTONÍN  
DVOŘÁK  
PRIZE  
 
The Antonín Dvořák Prize is a prestigious award in the field of classical 
music. It is intended to highlight people, artistic collectives, or institutions 
for exceptional artistic achievements or significant merit in promoting  
and popularising Czech classical music in the Czech Republic  
and abroad. Winners have been announced by the Academy  
of Classical Music since 2009. 
 
The first laureate of the prize was the great-grandson of the composer 
Antonín Dvořák, the violinist, violist, and conductor Josef Suk. Following 
him were such figures as the pianist Ivan Moravec, the cellist Yo-Yo Ma, 
and the world-famous choreographer and dancer Jiří Kylián. In the past, 
the importance of the prize has been underscored by the special  
places and occasions of its presentation. The soprano Ludmila Dvořáková 
received the Antonín Dvořák Prize in the Spanish Hall of Prague  
Castle during a recital by the pianist Lang Lang, the conductor Jiří 
Bělohlávek was given the prize in 2014 at Carnegie Hall in New York,  
and the Czech Philharmonic received it at its concert celebrating  
100 years of Czech statehood at the Kennedy Center in Washington. 
 
The Prague Philharmonic Choir has been awarded the Antonín Dvořák 
Award for 2022 by the decision of the Council of Academicians. 
 
Laureates of the Antonín Dvořák Prize receive a glass sculpture  
of a cello designed by the architect Jiří Pelcl and produced by  
the glassmakers from the company Moser. 
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